
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2018 
 

God fulfills his promises!   

 

The Ruby slippers have been found that were stolen in 2005 at Judy 

Garland’s native place of Grand Rapids, MN!  The iconic slippers have been 

returned to the Judy Garland Museum. Remember tap them together and 

say: “There is no place like home, there is no place like home, there is no 

place like home.”    

 

A daughter is reunited with her family after 27 years in Tokyo, Japan.  Pure 

joy!   

 

Isaiah offers assurance.  When faced with destruction and exile, it seemed to 

the Israelites that God had abandoned them.  Yet the prophet boldly declares 

“Fear not.”  God will come to save them.   

 

While the people might have abandoned God, God could never forget them.  

The hot sands will become pools of springing water.   

 

Likewise, James reminds the Christian community that there should be no 

divisions.  If the community is to reflect God’s vision, it must do away with 

such divisions.  This plan is for everyone.   

 

Jesus fulfills God’s promises.  While Jesus performs great miracles (make 

the deaf hear and the mute speak:  Be open!), there is far more happening 

here.  Jesus’ actions are signs that what was promised in Isaiah is coming to 

pass.  This is not just about one person’s healing, but rather the restoration of 

the world!  This restoration is for all!   

 

The very word COMMUNION speaks of this divine plan for restoration.  

We are meant for unity, not discord.  

We are meant for life, not death.   

Through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we are drawn 

together.  By receiving his Body and Blood, we share in that one event in 

which death itself is defeated and life restored.  It is the ultimate return from 

exile.  In Christ all is made whole again and God’s promises are worked to 

fulfillment.   

 

May God who has begun the good work in us, bring it to completion!    


